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HEM Dr Scott Monsma, a pro-
fessor  of at

By Ziana Qaiser

Northwastam in lowa,
first visited Oman in 2002, he found it to

o the United States and decided to
organise a study sbroad tip lrom
Northwestern  Collega  that  would
enable students to travel to Oman for a
eross-cultural lpaming opportunity,

Dr Monsma was back in Oman in
the winter of 2004, this time with a
group of five students, for a memorable
two week long trip that increased their
undersianding of Omani cultwre,

Speaking aboul the objective of tha
trip, Or Monsma explained what he had
hoped the sluﬁmmm:alould achieve

and of Oman?*
The goal for Dr Monsma was 1o do
most of the belore the

what thay wera mngmdlanmlnp,‘
Interacting wi on a per-
sonal level :umedoullnbelmm
oducation for the students. “A major
highlight of the trip was the pecple |
was able 1o meat and the r
| was able io buitd in the amount of time
| had,” said Aaron Thomas, a studaent.
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been to & mosque,” said Dr Monsma,
wwymmmmnm
beauty of this mosque, we had an
excallent

have a greater

There were, of course, cerlain sights
that the group from Morthwest
Callege i

It was a ot of fun to cheer with every-
one when Oman scored — but ulli-
mately it was a very quisl group when

the game ended.”

The group also had the

on several trips,
w the Rimal al Sahargiya (Wahalba
Sands), Turtle Beach, Sur, Mizwa,
Jabreen For, Mistat and Wadi Ghul.

The group's local host took them on a tour through the
historic part of lzki

The visit to the Grand Mosque was the first time that the students from Northwestern College had entered a mosque

“One day we received an unexpact-
ad invitalion from a home in Lzki, and
we spent most of the day in lzki," said
Dr Monsma. “Our Omani host invited

II\unshssmolzradlmlmww—
ity that impressed the students as well.
"My expectations were surpassed in
regards to the people’s hospitality
because there were soveral
who invited us 1o sit down and drink

Another Iiﬂﬂu"t ol the tip was a
meefing with students from Sultan
Qaboos Univer: i

sity. ly they
In @ cross-cultural discussion

A visit to historical sites such as Nizwa Fort was on the trip's agenda

toples related to their axperiences, and
S et ey o

i 1o thair ewn expariences at
Morthwestern College. “While there
were differences in some of the sub-
jects we study, it was also clear that
ihere ware many ways in which our stu-
dents shared similar experiences in
@oing 10 an insfitution of higher leam-
ing,” remarked Dr Monsma.

After the tion of a successtul
trip, Dr Monsma and his students
retumed home 1o share their stories.

members ol the campus community
and the larger community wene able to
come and hear about our trip and what

forty people

us and to sea some of the pictures
frem our trip. Il was clear as the stu-
dents spoke thal thelr view of Oman
and the Middie East had changed,
and in a very positive direction.”

Always kean to work lowards taking
encouraging sleps towards bullding
cross-cublural dialogue, Dr Monama
locks lorward to planning similar trips in
the fulure to Oman so that his students
can continue to challenge their percep-
tions of anather culture.

The students found time to have some recreational fun
boarding down the dunes

Jabreen Fort was another site that Northwestern College students visiled



