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ANY In Moscat are familiar with
tha woek of Dr Don and Eloise
Bosch, but few are aware of the

and ten years when, in the: early 1850s,
Amavican  missionaries,  Samuel
Zwemer and James Canting, wera tray-
g the Middle East in search of
plices to establish culposts and were
atiracted to Muscal.
It was Samuel Zwoemar's trothar,

historic - endeavour, James Canline
5000 Jained Peler Zwemer In the mis-
sion, which, as |t ook shape, bagan to
fgcnus on medical practice and educa-
1l

In the meantima, Samuel Zwemer
continuad hés travels in the region and
was surprised to find his traditional mis-
sionary aflitude disintegrating on impact
with the nobility of the Islamic faith and
ithe grace of the Arab people. It was
roplaced with the deslre to |eam,
Samuel Zwemer became a sorious
scholar ol lslam,

The compeliing story of e two
Zwamer brothers, their  colleagua
Jdames Cantine, and their succossors,

Michae!

Cenire hore in Muscat, Michianl Bos s &

thealogisn of Comparative Religion and

has just begun wnrk on hés doclorate at

the Uineversity of Bristol with a focus on

Ibadi and Westem religious scholars.
As you wiil see, this I= a story that

vica in pra-Renaissance Omarn. Before
coming o Oman in the lale 19ih centu-
ry. Samual Zwemer and othars had
trained thamsahys in soma basic prac-
tices In the medical fiekd, but their skills
mnui sufticient to make a significant

would have to await
me anival of qualified medical person-

In the meantime Petar Zwemer star-
ed up & small bookshop in the Mutirah
soug, which vary so0n took on tha
aimosphere of a majis — a place
where people met and Idendships
daveloped. Zwemer's small shop in the
S0uq expanded and evantually avolved
avar the next elghly yenrs into 5 pro-
ml ncamation  as. the Family

In 1896 Peter Zwemer siarted a
schoc! fo educate sideen discared
slave boys who had been brought

ashors al Muscat and ghven Into. his
custody. Though Zwemer died two
years laler and this: particulsr school
ciosad when ihe former slaves graduat-
ed, in 1801 James Canfine carried on
ihe lagacy by initlating a schoal for the
education ol Oman| chidran. This
school continued wntil 1987; and this
was the school in which Eloisa Bosch
would teach from més-century onwards.

In 1802, very shorly after Canting
began the naw school, nursing profes-

who captivated James Canling and
Ibercamna his wife. Edzabeth De Prea had
o vision of a medical Infrastucture
beyond the services of a faw individual
expatriates and was a catalyst in the

ncament of medical senices in

Oman. Ekzabeth's work among women
would blossom into 8 women's hospital
in which 2,000 healthy babies wero
lbom each year,

Seeing the groat noad, Elizabeth De
Proo ploaded for doctors o ba sent
from America. The firs! fo amive, In
1809, was Or Sharon Thoms, bringing
wilh him & young son, Walls, who was
Wwwmmhlmrsmhpﬁ
devoting his lile 10 modical service In
Oman.

As wa joumey. on in lime ino the
184085, we find young Dr Walls Tnoma
arich and warm
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transterred 1o the naw Ministry of Health
In 1871, the 1otal annual coseload was
#5.000° pabents. The By mission of
1893 had coma a vary kong way. and
fad mace a remarkable contribution to

practica:

Michael Bos heads, is dedicated 1o

Islamic communities In Oman and the
Gull. It promotes a model of interfaith
nmnony basad on the legacy of tojer-

with 1he Omani peopla. He wag greally
loved, as were hia two sons, Polar and
Norman, who also became doctors i
the: service of Oman.

But when Dr Sharon Thoms amved
n Muttrah in 1909 there wera no medi-
cal facilites and so his home became a
clinic. In the first year Dr Thoms trealed
10,000 patients. Three decades latar, in
1839, when fis son Wels was ready 1o
practice, & hospial had been built in
Mutirah. By the 1850s when Dr Don
and Eloise Bosch anived, the mission
was the largest emplayer in Oman
(besides the. Army), treating nearly
30,000 patients par year.

Tha greal majority of the hospital
statl wsm Omanis. The mission had
established a nursing school to train
Omanis 1o work In the hospital and
Cwmanis wera also leaching at the mis-
sion school. Thesa medical and educa-
tional veniures are represontalive of a
true pannaranlp botwoan the two cul-

WJ\EHHG bwo mission hospitals ware

it | support in tha last ono

The - question perod was a good
example of Insplring Interaith catogue
In which ane paricipant ahsorved that
ihe differences in-our faiths, which
share the same historical roots, lie only
in schools of thought. The one God wor-
shippad & 1ha sama. kS

MICI'MEL S BOS,
Dlremr of the
Al

the story of 110 Yeurs of
History for Interfaith in
‘Oman, at the Historical
Association of Oman
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In 1901 James Cantine feunded a school for the edusation of Omani children,
The school continued until 1567, This __uﬁ.wlnmmnmmm
mid-con nwards




